
   

In June 2011, NHSN released 
an updated definition manual 
for Dialysis Events (DE). Up-
dates to the manual include 
changes to dialysis terminol-
ogy, and also an upgrade of the 
NHSN web application, im-
proving performance and over-
all capacity.  
 

Notable changes are to: vascu-
lar access terminology, dialysis 
event types, dialysis event 
problems, and dialysis event 
outcomes.  
 

The updated DE manual can be 
accessed at: http://www.cdc.gov/
nhsn/PDFs/
pscManual/8pscDialysisEventcurrent.p
df 

In May 2011, the Colorado 
Health Facility Acquired Infec-
tions Advisory Committee rec-
ommended one additional clini-
cal procedure for hospitals to 
report to the Colorado  
Department of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE).  
 

CDPHE agreed with the com-
mittee recommendation and  
requested all hospitals and am-
bulatory  surgery centers, in-
cluding breast centers perform-
ing surgeries (excision of lesion 
or tissue of breast including 
radical, modified, or quadrant 
resection, lumpectomy, inci-
sional biopsy, or mammoplasty) 

to begin reporting these meas-
ures  Aug. 1.  
 

Chapter 9 of the NHSN Patient 
Safety Component Manual cov-
ers Surgical Site Infection (SSI)  
events and the associated opera-
tive procedures.  
 

The operative procedures, and 
ICD-9-CM codes for Breast 
Surgery (BRST) can be ac-
cessed at: http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/
PDFs/pscManual/9pscSSIcurrent.pdf 
 

A FAQ document has been 
created by the Patient Safety 
Program and is available by 
request from any of the        
program staff.  
 

**Please note that breast proce-
dure data for August is due into 
NHSN no later than Sept. 30.** 
 

On July 13, the Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion at the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) released its Guide to Infection Prevention for Outpatient Settings: Minimum Expecta-
tions for Safe Care. To view the new outpatient infection prevention guide and accompanying check-
list, please visit: http://www.cdc.gov/HAI/settings/outpatient/outpatient-settings.html.                                      
In addition to the guidance document, CDC also provided the following concrete tools: 
 New injection safety CME for in- and outpatient clinicians entitled Unsafe Injection Practices: Outbreaks, 

Incidents, and Root Causes: http://www.medscape.org/viewarticle/745695 

 A table outlining examples of recent outbreaks to assist in understanding potential breaches:  
 http://www.cdc.gov/HAI/settings/outpatient/outbreaks-patient-notifications.html 

 New expert commentary by CDC’s Dr. Melissa Schaefer on Medscape:  
 http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/744295 
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 National Healthcare 

Safety Network (NHSN) 
manuals (Chapters 1-17) 
were updated in June 
2011 and can be found at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/
TOC_PSCManual.html 

 Rehab hospitals began 
reporting Central Line 
Associated Blood Stream 
Infection (CLABSI) data 
into NHSN effective  
Aug. 1.  

 
 
 
 

We would like to recognize 
the infection preventionists 
and hospitals for their par-

ticipation in the  
Healthcare-Associated 
Infections (HAI) and 

Antimicrobial Use  
Prevalence Survey, a 

CDC Emerging Infections 
Program (EIP) project. An 
HAI prevalence survey of 

this size has not been  
conducted in the U.S. for 
over 30 years, nor has a 
national survey about  

antimicrobial use among 
acute care patients ever 

been conducted in the U.S.  
Thirteen Denver-metro 
area hospitals agreed to 

take part in this survey. We 
appreciate your time and 

effort devoted to this  
project! These efforts will 

lead to a better  
understanding of hospital 
antimicrobial use and HAI 
prevalence in the U.S. If 

you would like more  
information about the  
survey, please contact:  

Julie Duran at  
303-692-3186 

(Julie.Duran@state.co.us). 

Updated Dialysis Event  
Definition Manual  

The HAI Hub  
A Quarterly Publication by the Patient Safety Program &   

Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) Epidemiology Team 

HAI Outbreak Reporting 
According to the State Board of Health’s rules and regulations pertaining to epidemic and communi-
cable disease control (6 CCR 1009-1), all outbreaks are reportable to CDPHE, including  
outbreaks in healthcare facilities. If you are aware of any outbreaks in a healthcare facility setting, 
please notify one of the HAI Epidemiology team members, or call 303-692-2700. 

 Lists of reportable medical conditions/diseases can be found at: http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/dc/
reportable.html  
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Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) Epidemiology Team 
The HAI team within the Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program conducts surveillance of pathogen-specific 
reportable conditions (including MRSA, VISA/VRSA, and Clostridium difficile), investigates outbreaks and assists with 
controlling communicable disease in healthcare facilities, and collaborates with CDC’s Emerging Infections Program 
(EIP) to conduct applied public health projects. Our group also is available as a resource for education and consultation 
in the areas of HAIs, healthcare epidemiology, and infection prevention. 

Disease Control and Environmental Epidemiology Division (DCEED) - Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program Staff 

Wendy Bamberg, MD 
Medical Epidemiologist for Healthcare-

Associated Infections 
Wendy.Bamberg@state.co.us 

303-692-2491 
 

Kelly Kast, MSPH 
Epidemiologist and Clostridium difficile 

Surveillance Coordinator 
Kelly.Kast@state.co.us 

303-692-2459 

Julie Duran, MPH 
Healthcare-Associated Infections       

Epidemiologist 
Julie.Duran@state.co.us 

303-692-3186 
 

Sarah Jackson, MPH 
Healthcare-Associated Infections      

Epidemiologist 
Sarah.Jackson@state.co.us 

303-692-3018 

Helen Johnston, MPH 
Clostridium difficile Infection                

Epidemiologist 
Helen.Johnston@state.co.us 

303-692-3021 

Communicable Disease Epidemiology Program 
DCEED-EPI-A3 

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, Colorado 80246 

303-692-2700 
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/dc/Epidemiology/

dc_guide.html 

Patient Safety Program 

Health Facilities and Emergency Medical Services Division (HFEMSD)—Patient Safety Program Staff 
Sara Reese, PhD 

Patient Safety Program Coordinator 
Patient Safety Program 
Sara.Reese@state.co.us 

303-692-2929 
 

Tamara Hoxworth, PhD 
Patient Safety Epidemiologist 

Patient Safety Program 
Tamara.Hoxworth@state.co.us 

303-692-2930 
 

Karen Rich, RN, BSN, MEd 
Nurse Consultant 

Patient Safety Program 
Karen.Rich@state.co.us 

303-692-2877 
 

Tara Janosz, MPH 
Patient Safety Epidemiologist 

Patient Safety Program 
Tara.Janosz@state.co.us 

303-691-4981 

Juan Suazo, MPH 
CDC Prevention Specialist 

Patient Safety Program 
Juan.Suazo@state.co.us 

303-692-2869 

Patient Safety Program 
HFEMSD-A2 

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, Colorado 80246 

303-692-2800 
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/hf/patientsafety/

index.html 

The Patient Safety Program ensures the implementation of the Colorado Healthcare Facilities Infection Disclosure Act 
by monitoring reporting compliance, providing training and technical assistance in reporting definitions and mechanics, 
providing reports of HAI by facility to the legislature and public, conducting validation studies of reported data, imple-
menting HAI prevention collaboratives, and coordinating the  Colorado Health Facilities Acquired Infections Advisory 
Committee. Facilities are required to report data into NHSN, a CDC sponsored databank, through which the program 
monitors statewide HAI surveillance data, and educates infection prevention staff on the use and maintenance of this 
national HAI reporting system.  

Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment 
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is committed to protecting and preserving the health and 

environment of the people of Colorado. As part of the department, the Patient Safety Program and the Healthcare-
Associated Infections (HAI) Epidemiology Team are committed to healthcare-associated infection (HAI) prevention, in 

addition to each conducting HAI surveillance and offering education and consultation to IP staff.  

 2 

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions for The HAI Hub, please send your feedback to:  
Juan Suazo (Juan.Suazo@state.co.us) at 303-692-2869. 
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